
Passing with Purpose camp set May 10; 

proceeds go to Tri-City Empty Stocking Fund 

Harlan County High School mathematics teacher and assistant football Coach Eddie 

Creech and former University of Kentucky quarterback Freddie Maggard are putting 

finishing touches on the 2014 “Passing for a Purpose QB/WR Camp” scheduled May 10 

at the HCHS Coal Miners Memorial Stadium. 

Creech says the camp is much more than just providing quarterbacks and wide receivers a 

chance to brush up on their skills. It is also a chance for the kids and the camp sponsors to 

give back to the community. 

Every year we pick out a charity of choice,” said Creech. “We donate all proceeds from 

the camp to a charity of choice. This year we will be donating to the Tri-City Empty 

Stocking Fund, a fund set up to help purchase and prepare food baskets and Christmas 

gifts for needy families here in Harlan County. I had the opportunity to help with the 

Empty Stocking Fund last year, and it was such a humbling experience. It was a lock 

where our money would go this year.” 

“Jim “Muggins” Bennett and George Hartford have organized the Empty Stocking Fund 

every year for over 30 years. We wanted to help right here in-home in Harlan County,” 

added Creech. 

Creech said this will be the third year for the camp. He said he is excited about the talent 

that will be on hand to assist the athletes with developing their skills and talent. The camp 

focuses on techniques, skills and individual/group drills dealing with quarterbacks and 

wide receivers. 

“The camp is not restricted to players who just play quarterback or receiver. We have 

linemen who use this day as a great workout for agility and footwork,” he said. 

“Coach (Tom) Larkey has given me the opportunity to hold this for three years now. All 

the Harlan County High School coaches and middle school coaches have volunteered 

their time to help each year,” said Creech. 

The camp grows a little each year, he said. 

“Our numbers increased from the first year to the second, and we hope for that trend to 

continue. We now have people traveling in for the camp,” said Creech. 

Guest speakers this year will include Freddie Maggard, Charles Tinsley, George Massey, 

Scott Russell and John Dixon. 



“They all really give hope for kids here in Harlan County as all of these speakers came 

from Harlan County and went on to be very successful,” he said. “Jeremy Clem has also 

incorporated the Appalachian Challenge Academy and brings a lot of volunteers to help 

with camp.” 

Maggard, a former Cumberland Redskin, is a camp director. He will be teaching and 

coaching throughout the camp 

“This is our third year of the camp, and Lord’s will, this year will be just as successful as 

the other two,” said Creech. “We will have numerous coaches from all levels working 

with your players, both local and coaches who drive in to help.” 

The camp will be held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the high school field, 4000 North U.S. 

119, Baxter. 

The camp is open for students in kindergarten through the 12th grade, he said. 

The registration fee is only $10. The fee includes lunch, drinks and a camp T-shirt. 

“The camp offers everything,” he said. “It is open to all grades K-12. Campers receive a 

free camp T-shirt, free lunch and drinks, and drills, instruction and group work from 

some very qualified and successful football coaches. The $10 fee is unmatched statewide, 

but the camp will provide the same quality instruction, guest speakers and individual 

attention as a $150 camp. 

Creech said that at the end of the camp the younger kids will have the opportunity to run 

through the HC helmet, just like the high school team does on Friday nights. They will 

hear their names called out as they do so. 

“This is something I really look forward to each year,” he said. “It gives kids of all ages 

the opportunity to spend a Saturday around other football players and football coaches. It 

brings together all future Black Bears, as well as, players from other schools. The 

younger kids getting to be around their heroes on the high school team is also a plus. I 

hope to see this thing keep growing.” 

“This camp aims to teach football, giving to others, and simply loving each other as Jesus 

told us to do,” he said. 

Anyone interested in pre-registering their child or a team should email Creech at 

eddie.creech@harlan.kyschools.us or contact him by phone at 606-273-6437. T-shirt 

sizes are needed when registering. 
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